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Cinderford in full bloom  

The colourful hanging 
baskets and planters in 
the Town Centre are part 
of Cinderford Town 
Council's ongoing 
commitment to creating a 
welcoming and attractive 
town.  

Throughout the year, the 
Council works to maintain 
floral displays and public 
spaces, helping to 
brighten the town centre 
for residents, visitors and 
local businesses alike. 
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CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE  

Like many towns across the country, Cinderford continues to face the challenges of changing shopping 
habits and the decline of traditional high streets. Regenerating and repurposing the town centre remains 
one of the Town Council's key priorities, and while this is a significant undertaking, progress continues to 
be made. 

Over recent years, the Town Council has invested in a number of important community buildings, 
including the former HSBC Bank in Market Street, Rheola House, the former Dockham Road Health 
Centre and The Wesley Church. These buildings have been given new purposes, ensuring they continue 
to serve the community for many years to come.  

It is pleasing to see that the new seating installed in The Triangle has also been well received and is 
being enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.   

  

The Council continues to work closely with partners, including the District and County Councils, to 
encourage investment and redevelopment across the town. It is particularly encouraging to see parts of 
the former Engelhard site being brought back into use, demonstrating confidence in Cinderford's future. 

Cinderford continues to receive positive recognition on the national stage thanks to our Town Crier, Jer 
Holland, whose success in competitions across the country helps raise the profile of our town. 

Supporting local businesses remains an important priority. While many aspects of economic 
development sit beyond the Town Council's powers, we will continue to work with partners, promote local 
businesses and look for opportunities to strengthen our town centre.  The Town Centre is home to a 
fabulous cinema, butchers, cake shop and independent coffee amongst many others – please support 
your local traders and businesses whenever possible.   

The Town Council also takes pride in maintaining attractive public spaces. Our seasonal floral displays 
continue to brighten the town throughout the year, and preparations are already well underway for this 
year's Christmas lights, helping to create a welcoming atmosphere for residents, businesses and visitors 
during the festive season.   

Graham Morgan, Chairman, Cinderford Town Council  
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FROM THE TOWN CLERK’S DESK….. 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Cinderford newsletter. Council meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month at the Town Council offices and public attendance is welcome.   

Flowers – we hope you are enjoying the Summer flower displays around the Town and thank the 
Ground & Maintenance Team for all their work with this and to Cinderford supplier, Slabs2U, for 
providing the plants.  

Thank you to all volunteers who help with litter picking, weeding and general tidying and who help to 
keep an eye on areas within the community. This is very much appreciated.  If you have any spare 
time and wish to volunteer in your community please let us know.  

Community Speedwatch Group – A small group of volunteers operate in locations around the 
Town.  Please contact clerk@cinderfordtowncouncil.gov.uk and let us know if you are willing to join 
the group.   More volunteers would enable us to cover all the roads people have asked us to monitor. 

Public footpaths, alleys & Highways Issues – please report any concerns relating to trees, hedges & 
vegetation growing on verges, alleys, public rights & roadsides directly to Gloucestershire County 
Council using https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/  The link can also be used to report potholes, 
road surfacing, street lighting & road marking. 

Issues relating to refuse, bins, street cleaning, council tax, housing, planning, abandoned vehicles, fly 
tipping, noise, pests, pollution, litter and dog fouling report should be reported to Forest of Dean 
District Council on 01594 810000 or report online at https://www.fdean.gov.uk/report-it/ 

Vandalism, Abandoned Vehicles, Antisocial Behaviour and Speeding issues should be reported to the 
Police. Please use https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/ 

E Bennett, Clerk to the Council 

clerk@cinderfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Tel 01594 822599 

 

 

Credit to Cllr.Tim Holder for this 
photograph taken from The Triangle 
which captures Cinderford at sunset.   

The Triangle is at the heart of 
Cinderford and is used by residents 
and visitors every day. With recent 
improvements including, new 
planting, hanging baskets and 
seating, it continues to be an 
important space for people to meet, 
pause and enjoy the town. 

  

mailto:clerk@cinderfordtowncouncil.gov.uk
https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
https://www.fdean.gov.uk/report-it/
https://www.gloucestershire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
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CINDERFORD WELCOMES CONTINENTAL STREET MARKET 

Market Street was transformed into a continental marketplace during 25th to 28th June 2026, as the 
Cinderford Continental Street Market took place in the town centre over four-days.   

Organised by RR Events, the market brought a wide selection of traders to Cinderford, offering 
visitors the opportunity to browse an array of different products.   

The event attracted residents and visitors alike and; despite the heatwave helped to create a vibrant 
atmosphere in the town centre while supporting local businesses by encouraging increased footfall 
throughout the four days. Families and friends enjoyed exploring the stalls, sampling a variety of 
cuisines and spending time in the town. 

Cinderford Town Council was pleased to support the event as part of its ongoing commitment to 
bringing activities and attractions into the town centre that encourage people to shop locally and visit 
local businesses.   

The Council would like to thank RR Events, the traders, local businesses and everyone who attended 
and helped make the event such a success. We look forward to welcoming more events that continue 
to showcase Cinderford as a vibrant and welcoming destination for residents and visitors alike. 

 

PARTNERSHIP WORKING DELIVERS NEW PITCH-SIDE FENCING AT STEAM 
MILLS RECREATION GROUND 

Representatives from Cinderford Town Council, Cinderford Town Youth Football Club, Rank 
Outsiders Football Club, and Matthew Bishop MP recently visited Steam Mills Recreation Ground to 
view the newly installed pitch-side fencing, funded through the Enovert Community Trust.  The new 
fencing has been installed to protect the playing surface from damage caused by wild boar, helping to 
preserve the quality of the pitch and ensuring it remains a safe, secure, and accessible facility for 
local football teams, school pupils, and the wider community throughout the year. 

This project demonstrates the value of partnership working, bringing together the Town Council, local 
grassroots sports clubs and funding partners; to protect and enhance an important community asset. 
By safeguarding the playing field, the project will help ensure that future generations can continue to 
enjoy high-quality sporting facilities in Cinderford. 

Cinderford Town Council would like to extend its 
sincere thanks to the Enovert Community Trust for 
supporting the project through the Landfill Communities 
Fund. Their generous contribution has delivered lasting 
benefits for players, volunteers, spectators and the 
wider community, ensuring Steam Mills Recreation 
Ground remains a well-maintained and valued local 
facility for years to come.   
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS UPDATE 

Cinderford Town Council committees have been busy progressing a range of projects and initiatives 

across the town. 

Estates & Finance Committee 

The committee reviewed property maintenance and improvement works across council-owned 

buildings, including Dockham Road, St Annals House, Rheola House and The Wesley. Approval was 

given for repairs to address water ingress issues and for CCTV installation at The Wesley. The 

committee also agreed to proceed with the 2026 Christmas lights programme and to undertake a trial 

of solar-powered festive lighting.  

Financial reports and the annual audit were received, with the Internal Auditor providing a clean 

opinion on the Council's accounts.    

Cinderford Town Council also awarded a wide range of community grants which were awarded to 

local organisations to support youth activities, community projects, sport, arts, churchyard 

maintenance, sensory services and family support programmes.  

Playing Fields Committee 

The committee received the latest playground safety inspection reports and noted that regular play 

area checks continue to identify no major concerns. Updates were also received on the new pull-up 

and dip bars installed at Miners Welfare Playing Field, funded through a Gloucestershire County 

Council grant application.  More information on the equipment is provided in this newsletter.  

The committee also reviewed allotment, skatepark and tree management matters, with ongoing work 

continuing across council recreational spaces.  

Events Committee 

Planning is well underway for a busy programme of community events. The committee reviewed 

recent events including recent Festivals, VE Day commemorations, the Continental Market and youth 

engagement activities.  

Preparations are progressing for Cindyfest 2026, taking place on 30 August 2026, with discussions 

covering road closures, stalls, entertainment, security, first aid and event management arrangements.  

The committee also approved a new Buskers & Street Entertainment Voluntary Code and agreed to 

establish a Cinderford Buskers Network to support local performers. Planning continues for Heritage 

Open Day, Christmas celebrations and a range of youth and community activities.  

The Council remains committed to investing in local facilities, supporting community organisations 

and delivering events that bring residents together.  If you have an idea for a Cinderford event please 

get in touch with your local Councillor.  
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE – JULY 2026 

Cinderford Town Council met on 14 July to discuss a wide range of local issues, projects and 

community initiatives. Councillors welcomed updates from Gloucestershire Police, with discussions 

focusing on parking concerns and anti-social behaviour across the town. The Council also heard from 

Forest of Dean District Council's Arts, Culture and Heritage Officer about plans to develop a new 

strategy and action plan for the district, with members highlighting the importance of The Wesley as a 

key community arts venue.  

Councillors noted the successful completion of the Levelling Up/Local Regeneration Fund 

improvement works to several town centre buildings and thanked staff for their work in delivering the 

projects. Updates were provided on other council owned properties.  

Members also approved plans for a youth football pitch at Miners Welfare Playing Field, received an 

update on efforts to secure the future of the Forest Climbing Centre, and agreed to identify options to 

help protect and preserve The Wesley for future generations.  

Further community projects progressed during the meeting, including the installation of a new town 

centre noticeboard, heritage trail slabs, emergency planning updates and support for the recruitment 

of a new Forest of Dean Market Towns Officer.    

The Council approved a grant award to CANDI and reviewed the latest financial reports, insurance 

arrangements and council expenditure. Members also considered several planning applications.   

The next meeting of Cinderford Town Council will take place on 8 September 2026 and residents are 

welcome to attend.   

Dates of all Council and Committee meetings can be found on the Town Council website or on the 

Town Council noticeboards in The Triangle or St Annals House.  
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NEW OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT INSTALLED AT MINERS WELFARE PLAYING 
FIELD 

 

Residents can now enjoy two new 
additions to the outdoor gym area at 
Miners Welfare Playing Field, located 
near Barleycorn Square. The installation 
includes a set of parallel bars and a 
square pull-up station, providing even 
more opportunities for free outdoor 
exercise. 

The new equipment has been funded 
through the County Councillor 
Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund, 
administered by Gloucestershire County 
Council, and forms part of the Town 
Council's ongoing commitment to 
improving community facilities and 
encouraging healthy, active, lifestyles. 

Suitable for a range of ages and fitness 
levels, the equipment offers residents 
the chance to improve their strength, 
fitness and overall wellbeing; while 
making greater use of the town's green 
spaces. 

 

We hope the community enjoys these new facilities and takes full advantage of this latest 

enhancement to the outdoor gym area.   
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FUN AND FREE ACTIVITIES AND 
REWARDS DURING THE LIBRARY 
CHALLENGE 2026 
Looking for free and low-cost things to do with 
your children this summer? Beginning on 
Saturday 11th July, libraries in the Forest of 
Dean and across the county have launched the 
library challenge 2026.   

This year’s theme is Tales Through Time, 
celebrating our county’s rich and varied heritage 
through events, tasks, and prizes. 

 

Children ages 3 and up can sign up for free to receive a journal and discovery map, and work their 
way through the nine tasks towards rewards including stickers, certificates, a sustainable wooden 
medal, and chances to win book bundles and vouchers. Children can complete the challenge their 
way: through hands-on activities, family discussions, nature walks, drawing, listening to music—and 
of course borrowing any books they choose (including comics, e-books, and audiobooks). 

It is free to take part anytime during the summer with a free library membership. If you are not yet a 
member of the library it is free to sign up, just visit gloslibraries.uk or drop in to your local library. 

This year, the county has been divided into six different discovery zones: Forest of Dean’s zone is 
entitled ‘Courageous Quests’ and each library is presenting a special aspect of that zone. Cinderford 
Library has chosen ‘Brave Knights’ to celebrate the age of chivalry, and is offering several crafts and 
activities throughout the summer for free or pay-what-you-can. Construct a tube knight, create your 
own knight’s helmet or maiden’s crown and veil, or have a picnic at the Round Table! Many events 
must be booked in advance, so head over to gloslibraries.uk/events to see what’s on at Cinderford 
Library. Have children who aren’t interested in knights or quests? They can still participate and 
complete the challenge on whatever topic excites them! 

Last year, over 6,500 children signed up to The Library Challenge across Gloucestershire. This year 
we hope to increase the number of joiners to get children excited about using the library and ‘go all in’ 
for the National Year of Reading. 

Sign up for The Library Challenge today! You have until Saturday 12 September to join and complete 
the adventure. More information on the challenge is available at: https://gloslibraries.uk/welcome-
library-challenge 

You can also follow Gloucestershire Libraries on social media for updates. 

During this time, Cinderford Library’s regular groups such as Craft and Chat, Baby Bounce and 
Rhyme, and Computer Buddy will still be running. We will also be welcoming local children’s author 
Charlotte L. Taylor to the library for a story time and craft on Wednesday, 26th August at 2:00 pm. 
Book ahead on Cinderford library’s website to save your space. 
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CINDERFORD TOWN YOUTH – SUMMER PLANS & OPEN TRAINING 

 

Cinderford Town Youth Football Club enters the 2026/27 season stronger than ever, now proudly 
supporting over 30 teams across the club.  This number doesn’t even include the hugely popular 
Sunday morning football, where many of the youngest players — aged just 4 and 5 — begin their 
football journey. 
 
The teams span under-7s through to under-18s, with thriving boys’ and girls’ sections. throughout late 
June and early July.  The club have been running open training sessions for both new and returning 
players ahead of the new season. With temperatures climbing above 30°c and England involved in 
key fixtures, a small number of sessions were postponed, but all remaining open training has now 
been completed.   
 
CTYFC are excited for the season ahead and look forward to restarting their under-5 sessions in 
September, welcoming the next generation of young footballers. They are also delighted that girls’ 
teams will be playing at the new Steam Mills pitch next season — a fantastic step forward that 
ensures the rapidly growing girls’ section has a dedicated place to play and develop. 
 

For further information about joining please contact committee@cinderfordtownyouthfc.co.uk 
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DELIVERING FOR CINDERFORD: COMPLETION OF OUR LOCAL REGENERATION 
FUND PROJECT.  

The completion of our Local Regeneration Fund project for The Wesley, No.6 Market Street (former 

HSBC) and Rheola House, marks a significant milestone for Cinderford. 

What began as an extremely ambitious and somewhat daunting vision to improve key community 

assets has now become a reality, delivering modern, sustainable and fit-for-purpose facilities that will 

benefit residents, organisations and businesses for the coming years. Perhaps the greatest 

achievement is that the project has been delivered on time and within budget!  While the finished 

buildings and the addition of two Changing Places facilities, speak for themselves, the journey to 

completion has not been without its challenges ...and yes, there were many sleepless nights!  From 

the beginning, the aim was clear: to invest in important community buildings, improve accessibility, 

reduce long-term running costs, and create energy efficient and sustainable spaces that serve the 

people of Cinderford, The Forest and beyond.  Through significant investment and careful planning, 

each site has been transformed while retaining its unique identity within the town. 

 

The Wesley, Forest of Dean Community and Arts Centre 

The Wesley a Grade II listed church, has undergone extensive improvements, ensuring it remains a 

welcoming community hub. The project focused on renovating and modernising the building while 

protecting its character and heritage. 

Accessibility improvements, an equipped Theatre Hall and performance space, upgraded facilities 

and energy-efficient heating measures, have created a comfortable and sustainable environment for 

a wide range of groups, events and activities. 

Today, The Wesley is better equipped than ever to support the community. Whether for local 

organisations, artists, educational activities, worship, performances, meetings or celebrations, the use 

and users are varied, and all are welcome.  

 

 

The 

Wesley 

Stage 

Works 

before 

and after 

 

 

No.6 Market Street 

No.6 Market Street has been transformed into a modern, high-tech, sustainable, flexible space that 

contributes to the ongoing regeneration of the town centre. 

The funding has helped breathe new life into an important town centre property. This well-known 

characterful building is where specialists work with young people in challenging circumstances, help 

them reach their full potential in learning and in life, using the power and benefits that music brings.    
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Rheola House 

At Rheola House, substantial works have improved the building's energy efficiency and functionality. 

The investment has ensured that the building continues to serve the community while reducing future 

maintenance demands and operational costs. 

The completed works provide a modern sustainable facility that supports local businesses, provides a 

space for co-working and enhances the overall quality of the working environment.  

  

Overcoming Challenges 

While the meeting of the completion date and budget tell one story, they do not reflect the problem-

solving and determination that took place behind the scenes.  Like many construction and 

refurbishment projects, unforeseen challenges emerged. Hidden building issues, evolving technical 

requirements, supply chain pressures and the complexities of working within existing structures all 

required careful management and decision-making. 

There were moments when plans needed to be adapted, schedules reviewed and solutions sought, to 

overcome unexpected obstacles. Completion of the project was only possible because of the 

collaborative, positive, approach taken by local contractors, advice of professionals, Councillors and 

our Town Clerk, all working towards the same goal.  Every challenge was met with a commitment and 

a determination to find practical solutions without compromising quality, business relationships, 

timescales or finances.  Special thanks must go to Les Love, Estates Manager, for project managing 

the renovation project and for her vision, dedication and commitment.  The Town Council also wish to 

thank FODDC staff for their project support during the works.  

 

A Collective Achievement 

The completion of this project is a testament to what can be achieved when a community shares a 

vision and works together to both deliver and achieve. These improvements are about much more 

than bricks and mortar. They represent investment in people, community organisations and local 

businesses.  The upgraded buildings provide opportunities for community engagement, economic 

growth, cultural activities and improved public services for many years to come.  Despite the 

inevitable trials and tribulations along the way (many and varied!), investment by the Local 

Regeneration Fund has achieved its objectives; to create lasting improvements for the benefit of 

current and future use of buildings in our town by the community and all who use 

them. Understandably, there will always be sceptics and there will always be those who question the 

value of change ... but, completion of The Wesley, No.6 Market Street and Rheola House stands as 

an example of successful regeneration, delivered on time, on budget, and with the Cinderford 

community at its heart.   
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CINDERFORD TOWN COUNCIL INVESTING IN SUSTAINABLE HEATING 
SOLUTIONS 
 

With support from the Town and Parish Council Climate Adaptation Grant, Cinderford Town Council 

has installed modern infrared heating panels in the Council Chamber and Royston Room of The 

Council Office. These improvements are helping to create more energy-efficient, comfortable and 

sustainable community spaces for residents and local groups. 

 

 

Infrared heating technology offers a range of 

benefits, including high energy efficiency, simple 

installation, reduced maintenance requirements 

and improved, controlled, comfort levels for 

building users. The system is also fully 

compatible with renewable electricity generation, 

supporting the transition to lower-carbon energy 

use within the building 

. 

A key feature of the project is the integration of the heating system with the building's existing solar 

photovoltaic (PV) generation. By making use of renewable electricity produced on site, the Town 

Council has reduced its reliance on fossil fuels, lowered running costs and reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions. This helps strengthen the resilience of the building while supporting both local and 

national climate goals. 

 

The project is already delivering wider 

community benefits. Local groups using 

the facilities can enjoy improved comfort 

and accessibility, while the investment 

demonstrates how public buildings can 

adapt to climate challenges through 

practical, long-term solutions. 

Lower energy costs, more efficient 

heating that warms people rather than 

space, and reduced dependence on 

fossil fuels are providing ongoing 

financial and environmental benefits for 

both the Council and the Cinderford 

community we proudly serve. 
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CINDERFORD TOWN CRIER MAKES HISTORY AT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

 

 

 

Cinderford Town Council were 
delighted to congratulate Town 
Crier, Jer Holland, on his 
outstanding success at the 
Rugeley Town Crier Championship 
2026. 

Jer once again demonstrated his 
exceptional talent and dedication 
by winning the prestigious Best 
Dressed Crier award. Even more 
impressive, he made history by 
becoming the first Town Crier in 
the competition's history to 
successfully retain the UK 
Champion title. 

This remarkable achievement 
reflects Jer's professionalism, 
commitment, and passion for 
preserving the proud and ancient 
tradition of town crying. As an 
ambassador for Cinderford, he 
continues to represent our town 
with distinction wherever he 
competes, bringing national 
recognition and pride to our 
community. 

Everyone at Cinderford Town 
Council is immensely proud of 
Jer's accomplishments and 
grateful for the enthusiasm and 
dedication he brings to his role. 

Congratulations Jer on this historic 
achievement – a truly well-
deserved success! 
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IMPORTANT COUNCIL INFORMATION AND CONTACT DETAILS  
 
YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr Graham Morgan (Chairman) - graham.morgan@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

Cllr Lousie Bent -louise.bent@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

Cllr Chris Brown - chris.brown@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

Cllr Jeremy Charlton-Wright- jeremy.charlton-wright@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

Cllr Darren Flower – Darren.flower@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

Clir Tim Holder -tim.holder@cinderfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Carol Marsh -carol.marsh@cinderfordtowncouncil gow.uk 

Cllr Di Martin - d.martin@cinderfordtowncouncil gow.uk 

Cllr Alison Pflug -alison.pflug@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

Cllr Jacob Sanders – Jacob.sanders@cinderfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Roger Sterry -roger.sterry@cinderfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

Cllr Karen Turner - karen.turner@cinderfordtowncouncilgov.uk 

Cllr Mark Turner - mark.turner@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

Cllr Emma Walker - emma.phillips@cinderfordtowncouncil.gov.uk 

1 vacancy 

 

YOUR BOROUGH COUNCILLORS: 
Cinderford East: 

Cllr Di Martin - Di.Martin@fdean gov.uk  

Cllr Stuart Graham - stuart.graham@fdean.gov.uk 

Cinderford West:  

Cllr Mark.Turner - Mark.turner@dean.gov.uk  

Cllr Jacob Sanders - jacob.sanders@fdean.gov.uk 

 

YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR:  
Cllr Ray Donaghue - ray.donaghue@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

 

CINDERFORD TOWN COUNCIL ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR: 
Children’s play areas * War memorial * Belle Vue Centre * The Wesley * 6 Market Street (former 

HSBC building) * The Triangle * Steam Mills & Miners Welfare Recreation Area *‘Community grant 

scheme * Statutory consultee for planning matters * Civic & community events 

Telephone:01594 825599 or email clerk@cinderfordtowncouncil gov.uk 

 

FOREST OF DEAN COUNCILS RESPONSIBLE FOR: 
Bins & recycling * Street cleaning * Planning & Building Regulations * Housing * Environmental health 

* Business and Licensing * Elections * FODDC Car parks * Council Tax and benefits * Public 

Conveniences 

Telephone:01594 810000 or email www.fdean.gov.uk/report-it 

 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILS RESPONSIBLE FOR: 
Education + Roads and Traffic + Footpaths + Libraries + Social Services * Bus Passes + 

Recycling * Street Lighting * Trading Standards * Births, Marriages, Deaths & Civil Partnerships 

Telephone:01452 425000 

HIGHWAYS REPORT IT- https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ 

http://www.fdean.gov.uk/report-it

